
Hello Dexter Township residents  - below is a quick update on some of the ongoing projects: 

  

BROADBAND UPDATE:  

We wanted to share a quick update on the broadband topic within Dexter Township.  As you most likely 
know two sources of funding are underway: RDOF and "gap funding" with the County ARPA funds.  It 

appears Charter will be handling most of the township in regards to the gap funding address's.  We 

worked last fall to identify unserved address's and were able to add 80 properties to the gap funding list, 
making a total of 150 address's.  That list has been submitted to Charter and talks between the County 

Project Manager and Charter are underway to finalize an agreement, timelines are not quite 
completed.  The good news is that Charter has expressed that they wish to start construction this 
year.      

  

In regards to the address's in the RDOF (Rural Digital Opportunity Fund) area have been awarded to 

Mercury Broadband.  (Follow this link to insert your address to discover if your address will be funded 
under RDOF award https://www.fcc.gov/reports-research/maps/rdof-phase-i-dec-2020/ 
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)  Mercury has not responded to the County, as to their timelines.  To date, they have not acquired final 

authorization from the FCC for their work.  The County Project Manager is keeping a close eye on this 
situation and contingency plans will be developed in case they cannot fulfill their RDOF 

commitments.  Updates will follow.  

  

OPEN SPACE and LAND CONSERVATION UPDATE:  (as reported by Trustee Sanders) 

Since the new year the OSLC has: 

1) Obtained BOT approval for our millage proposal of .5 for land preservation efforts. 

2) Applied to the Federal and Consumer Energy programs for the Monnier property, our original pilot 
project 

3) Provided successful outreach to selected landowners in the form of a special event at the Dexter 

Townhall on March 3rd in the evening during our meeting time. There were about 20 invitations delivered 
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to landowners, and approximately 50 community members attended, which was more than we had 
expected. We are really inspired by the interest. Informational presentations by Dale Lesser, our farming 

expert, and Ginny Leikam, our conservation expert, were very informative, and three guest farmers who 
utilized PDR programs in local townships gave informal testimonies and answered guest farmers’ 
questions. This was intended to be a small networking event. 

4) Barry and Laura have met with an interested landowner since the event. 

Please watch for future events to learn more about the Boards activities surrounding Open Space and 
Land Conservation within our Township. 

  

FUTURE CLEAN UP DAYS:  Mark your calendars 

MAY 14th - Dexter Township plans on hosting a BULK item disposal event.  You will be able to dispose of 
large bulky items such as: mattress's, couches, chairs, cushions and scrap wood.  We will NOT be 

collecting tires, construction debris, asphalt shingles, concrete blocks.  Please watch the local area for 
recycling events in coordination with Earth Day.   

 

OCTOBER 29th - Dexter Township will host another full clean up recycle event.  This will include: 

electronic waste, shredding, scrap metal, tires, and styrofoam. We hope to repeat and enlarge the sucess 
we experienced last year.  Again, a suggested donation of $5 per car for both events.  

  

 BUDGET 2022-23: 

At the March 15th BOT meeting, a balanced budget was passed to allow for funding projects and 
operations to continue within our Township.  Trustee Sikkenga will lead the road plan.  To begin 

$600,000 will be earmarked to improve our collector roads,prioritizing by traffic count, accident rate, and 
historical maintenance.  As we know, roads are of great importance and coordination working with the 

County supreme.  This will remain a focus of this Board as we move forward.  The BOT approved the 

formation of a road sub-committee to assist in identifying problem areas, developing and researching 
best practices and lobbying of the County.  Should you have interest in volunteering please reach out to 
Trustee Sikkenga at ksikkenga@dextertownship.org 

  

Additionally, the Open Space Land Conservation project will be funded with $300,000 to start preserving 

land in our township.  In terms of our investment in our township infrastructure, we have earmarked our 
Sewer and Water Authority (MLWSA) to replace pumps on Silver Lake and Copper Meadows, along with 

updating infrastructure at the actual waste water treatment plant on North Territorial, an investment of 
$154,000 from our ARPA funds.  Accompanying the infrastructure update we are updating the technology 

at townhall.  New software for our treasurers office, clerks office, and zoning has or will be purchased to 

assist in updating processes and computers.  New sound and recording equipment is earmarked to 
update our ability to record public meetings in our central meeting hall.  All these technology updates are 
pass due and require attention for move us effectively forward.   
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We hope these short updates will assist in keeping you informed with Township activities.  We invite you 
to meetings and become involved, share your opinion, supply ideas and assist us in moving 
forward.  Should you have questions or comments, please feel free to drop a line to either 
info@dextertownship.org or any of the Board of Trustee's (all email address's are available on the 

website dextertownship.org) 

Thank you & best regards.
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